
Emmanuel – God With Us

In Unexpected Places



God is with us in… 

 … weakness.



In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit 

himself intercedes for us with groans 
that words cannot express.  And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints in accordance 

with God's will. 

Romans 8:26-27



But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness." Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, 
so that Christ's power may rest on me.  
That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight 
in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong. 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10



God is with us in… 

 … weakness.

 … suffering.



You became imitators of us and of the 
Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you 

welcomed the message with the joy 
given by the Holy Spirit. 

1 Thessalonians 1:6



Dear friends, do not be surprised at the 
painful trial you are suffering, as though 

something strange were happening to 
you.  But rejoice that you participate in 

the sufferings of Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his glory is 

revealed. 

1 Peter 4:12-13



God is with us in… 

 … weakness.

 … suffering.

 … loneliness.



Sing to God, sing praise to his name,

extol him who rides on the clouds--

his name is the LORD--

and rejoice before him. 

A father to the fatherless, a defender of 
widows,

is God in his holy dwelling. 

God sets the lonely in families, 

he leads forth the prisoners with singing;

Psalm 68:4-6



"But a time is coming, and has come, when 
you will be scattered, each to his own 
home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I 

am not alone, for my Father is with me.” 

John 16:32



The widow who is really in need and left 
all alone puts her hope in God and 

continues night and day to pray and to 
ask God for help. 

1 Timothy 5:5



God is with us in… 

 … weakness.

 … suffering.

 … loneliness.

 … the small and quiet.



Then a great and powerful wind tore the 
mountains apart and shattered the rocks 

before the LORD, but the LORD was not in 
the wind. After the wind there was an 

earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake.  After the earthquake came a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And 
after the fire came a gentle whisper.  When 
Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his 

face and went out and stood at the mouth of 
the cave. 

1 Kings 19:11-13



"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed, which a man took and planted in 
his field.  Though it is the smallest of 
all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is 

the largest of garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 

air come and perch in its branches." 

Matthew 13:31-32




