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Responding to Terrorism

Everyone must submit himself to the 
governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have 
been established by God.  Consequently, he 
who rebels against the authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and those 
who do so will bring judgment on 
themselves.  For rulers hold no terror for 
those who do right, but for those who do 
wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of 
the one in authority? Then do what is right 
and he will commend you. 



Responding to Terrorism
For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for 
nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to 
bring punishment on the wrongdoer.   Therefore, it 
is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 
because of possible punishment but also because of 
conscience. 
This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities 
are God’s servants, who give their full time to 
governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If 
you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; 
if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

Romans 13:1-6
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• Governments can be expected to fight 
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Responding to Terrorism
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the 
continuing debt to love one another, for he who 
loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.  The 
commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do 
not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and 
whatever other commandment there may be, 
are summed up in this one rule: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no harm to its 
neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the 
law. 

Romans 13:8-10
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• Help those affected by terrorism.
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Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave 
room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  
On the contrary: 
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on 
his head.”
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good. Romans 12:19-21



Responding to Terrorism

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for 
eye, and tooth for tooth.’  But I tell you, Do 
not resist an evil person. If someone strikes 
you on the right cheek, turn to him the other 
also.  And if someone wants to sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as 
well.  If someone forces you to go one mile, 
go with him two miles.  Give to the one who 
asks you, and do not turn away from the one 
who wants to borrow from you. 



Responding to Terrorism
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you,  that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous.  If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that?  And if you greet only your brothers, 
what are you doing more than others? Do not even 
pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. Matthew 5:38-48
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• Governments can be expected to fight 

terrorism.
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• Build bridges and refuse to implicate 
people groups.



The Lord spoke to me with his strong hand upon 
me, warning me not to follow the way of this 
people. He said: 

“Do not call conspiracy 
everything that these people call conspiracy; 

do not fear what they fear, and do not dread it. 
The Lord Almighty is the one you are to regard as 

holy, 
he is the one you are to fear, he is the one you are 

to dread, 
and he will be a sanctuary; 

but for both houses of Israel he will be 
a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that 

makes them fall. 
And for the people of Jerusalem he will be a trap 

and a snare. 
 



Many of them will stumble; 
they will fall and be broken, 

they will be snared and captured.” 
Bind up the testimony 

and seal up the law among my disciples. 
I will wait for the Lord, 

who is hiding his face from the house of 
Jacob. 

I will put my trust in him. 
Here am I, and the children the Lord has 
given me. We are signs and symbols in Israel 
from the Lord Almighty, who dwells on 
Mount Zion. 

Isaiah 8:11-18



Responding to Terrorism
• Governments can be expected to fight 

terrorism.

• Help those affected by terrorism.

• Build bridges and refuse to implicate people 
groups.

• Trust God and be a light.
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